
ORGANICS
(FOOD WASTE AND GREEN WASTE)

RECYCLING



SB 1383
■ Is California’s plan for reducing short-lived climate pollutants.

■ Requires the state to reduce organic waste disposal by %75 (over 20 million tons 
per year).

■ This is will be accomplished by diverting organics waste from the landfill and 
recycling it 



Starving our landfills

 Organic waste accounts for %40 our 
waste  the largest portion of waste in 
our landfills

 In landfills, it decomposes to produce 
methane, one of the most potent 
greenhouse gases

 Organics recycling, composting, and 
food waste prevention reduces 
methane emissions, extends the life of 
local landfills, and creates valuable 
products such as renewable natural 
gas and fertilizer

“The largest ever man-made structure is not a 
skyscraper, The Pyramids or even The Great 
Wall of China: it is a landfill.”



Organic Waste
(Organics)

■ Any material that is biodegradable and comes from either a 
plant or an animal

■ Examples: Banana peels, bread, grass clippings, untreated 
wood, eggshells, meat, bones, paper towels, popsicle sticks

■ In short, it is all yard waste, food waste and food soiled paper



EDCO’s Organics 
Recycling Program
■ Organic waste is recyclable through anaerobic digestion (AD), a 

process which converts the waste material into renewable natural 
gas and digestate.

■ EDCO built a state-of-the-art AD facility which will allow the City of 
Encinitas to meet its greenhouse gas and waste reduction goals

■ The anerobic digester allows us to capture the methane and 
convert it in to RNG/CNG.





NO “Compostable” Plastics
■ Cause problems for anaerobic digestion facility

■ Only compostable products made from natural fibers (i.e. single-use bamboo plates, 
wood utensils, food-soiled paper)



Common Mistakes

■ Forgetting to remove metal or plastic ties from 
produce

■ Forgetting to remove stickers from produce 

■ Using a plastic or compostable plastic liner (only 
paper is ok)

■ Placing compostable plastics in the cart

■ Putting any kind of plastic in the cart



Collecting Food Scraps
■ Caddies or container 

of your choice

■ Store under sink or on 
counter

■ Empty every 2-3 days 
into green roll-out cart



Keeping Things Clean

■ Hand wash or clean in the dishwasher

■ Line with paper or newspaper 

■ Sprinkle baking soda to prevent smells 



How do I collect my 
organic waste?





QUESTIONS?



RECYCLING









COMMON 
RECYCLING 
MISTAKES

AKA 
“WISH-CYCLING”





ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT WHAT CAN/CAN’T 
BE RECYCLED? 



THANK YOU!
Ashless Stratakis

astratakis@encinitasca.gov
760-633-2859

Dominique Dashwood
ddashwood@encinitasca.gov
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